
The 22nd edition of the Sharjah Islamic Arts Festival (SIAF) is in full swing. Being held under the 
theme Prospect, the festival, one of the most renowned Islamic art events in the region, is running 
until January 21. This year over 50 exhibitions are on display at the annual event, which is under 
the supervision and organisation of the Directorate of Art in Sharjah’s Department of Culture and 
Information. 
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Some of the exhibiting artists from different corners of the world include Sinta Tantra. The Brit-
ish-Balinese artist, who has described her works as “painting on an architectural scale,’ is present-
ing Horizon to Horizon. Li Hongbo, the Chinese creator renowned for his realistic sculptures made 
of paper and glue, and Shozy, a Russian 3D artist, are other exciting contributors. American Mary 
Wagner, acknowledged for her circular work, is also participating, and for the first time, there are 
artists from Belarus and Australia.

The festival that was created with the intention of exhibiting various kinds of traditional and con-
temporary Islamic arts is hosting 108 artists from 31 countries and showcasing a total of 241 
artworks throughout the emirate, in places like the Sharjah Art Museum, Al Majaz Waterfront and 
Maraya Art Centre. In addition to presenting the works of local, regional and international artists, 
the SIAF, under the patronage of the emirate’s Ruler, Sheikh Dr Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, 
boasts interactive activities, workshops and lectures.


